CHAPTER III. THE EUSEBIAN REACTION.
AT first sight the reaction which followed the Nicene council is one of the strangest scenes in history. The The problem decision was clear and all but unanimous. stated.           Arianism seemed crushed for ever by the
universal reprobation of the Christian world. Yet it instantly renewed the contest, and fought its conquerors on equal terms for more than half a century. A reaction like this is plainly more than a court intrigue. Imperial favour could do a good deal in the Nicene age, but no emperor could long oppose any clear and definite belief of Christendom. Nothiog could be plainer than the issue of the council. How then could Arianism venture to renew the contest ?
The answer is, that though the belief of the churches was certainly not Arian, neither was it yet definitely The reaction Nicene. The dominant feeling both in servatt^han ^as* an^ West was one of dislike to change, Anan.            which we may conveniently call conser-
vatism. But here there was a difference. Heresies in the East had always gathered round the person of the Lord, and more than one had already partly occu-